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Press-release 
Together against wildfires: Romanian and Serbian volunteer firefighters join forces for Interreg Cooperation Day
Interreg Cooperation Day 2026 brings communities on both sides of the Romanian-Serbian border together in Orom, weeks after Romanian firefighters joined the fight against wildfires in Deliblatska peščara, Serbia.
In August 2026, as wildfires intensified across different parts of Serbia, the country requested international assistance. The European Union responded through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism with multiple teams and equipment. Amongst them, a convoy of Romanian firefighting vehicles crossed into Serbia on its way to the wildfires in Deliblatska peščara. In Vršac and in communities along the road towards Bela Crkva, people stepped out onto the streets as the Romanian firefighters passed, greeting the crews on their way to the fire. It was a simple gesture, but a powerful one: in a moment of danger, neighbours help neighbours.
Firefighting equipment co-funded through the Interreg IPA Romania–Serbia Programme was also used by local volunteer firefighting crews. The response showed the value of solidarity when a major emergency crosses borders. Interreg Cooperation Day now turns the focus to what communities can do before the next emergency happens.
On 24 September, that spirit of solidarity will be at the heart of Interreg Cooperation Day 2026 in Orom, Serbia, where communities, volunteer firefighters, public authorities and project partners from Romania and Serbia will come together for a day dedicated to fire prevention, emergency response and cooperation.
In Orom, volunteer firefighters and public authorities will demonstrate how communities can prepare for emergencies before they happen. Citizens will be invited to see firefighting equipment in action and learn more about emergency response procedures. EU-funded equipment and projects supporting emergency preparedness will also be presented.
The event will also highlight the role of volunteer firefighters, whose work extends beyond responding to emergencies. Prevention, preparedness, local knowledge and the ability to act quickly are all essential when communities face a major threat.
The agenda includes welcome speeches from representatives of the Serbian and Romanian authorities, an information session on emergency response procedures, interactive demonstrations for citizens, and presentations of projects and equipment supported through the Interreg IPA Romania-Serbia Programme.
The demonstrations and equipment presentations will take place at the sports yard of Orom Elementary School, giving local residents an opportunity to see emergency equipment in action and learn more about fire safety and preparedness.
Participants will include representatives of the Volunteer Fire Brigade Orom, the Municipality of Kanjiža, the Ministry of European Integration of Serbia, Romania's Ministry of Development, Public Works and Administration, the Regional Office for Cross-border Cooperation Timișoara, the Municipality of Novi Kneževac, the Serbian Ministry of Interior's Sector for Emergency Management and other partners involved in Romanian-Serbian cross-border cooperation.
Taking place in Orom, Municipality of Kanjiža, the event marks the 15th anniversary of Interreg Cooperation Day and brings this year's theme, “Together Against Wildfires”, to communities living and working on the Romanian-Serbian border.
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📍 Orom, Municipality of Kanjiža, Serbia
Headquarters of the Volunteer Firefighting Association Orom
Street address: Veliki put 199
Elementary School „Arany Jánoš” Orom (sport yard)
Street address: Radnoti Miklos Street, near the intersection with Veliki put 141 
📅 24 September 2026
🕛 From 12:00 Serbian time
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